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Chicago’s “Special Consensus” to Play at Cross Ranch: “Cotton Wood” to Open 
 

“Special Consensus,” a bluegrass band from Chicago, will present an evening concert on Friday, July 29th, at Cross Ranch State 

Park.  “Cotton Wood,” a North Dakota bluegrass and country band, will be the opening act starting at 6:30 pm (CDT) with 

“Special Consensus” to follow at 7:30 pm (CDT).  The North Dakota Parks & Recreation Department along with the Bluegrass 

& Old Time Music Association of North Dakota will be sponsoring the event.  Tickets are available at the concert for $10; kids 

under 16 free.  Cross Ranch State Park vehicle entrance fees will also apply at the rate of $5 per vehicle.  The concert will be 

held rain or shine and fans are encouraged to bring friends, bug spray and lawn chairs. 

 

Greg Cahill, Ron Spears, Justin Carbone and Tres Nugent make up “Special Consensus” and call Illinois home. They have been 

performing bluegrass since 1975 and began touring nationally with the release of their first album in 1979.  In 1984, they 

initiated the Traditional American Music Program in schools across the country and began appearing on cable television and 

National Public Radio shows. They have also toured the British Isles, Canada, Europe, Iceland and South America. This will be 

the band’s eighth performance at Cross Ranch State Park. 

 

The “Special Consensus” repertoire features original compositions and music written by professional songwriters.  They also 

play music from other musical genres, making the band known for its musical diversity.  “Special Consensus” has played at the 

most traditional bluegrass festivals and has bridged the gap between traditional and progressive bands at the more diverse 

festivals and fairs.   

 

The opening band, “Cotton Wood”, is made up of Dan Foster-mandolin/guitar, Keith Koch-guitar, Jill Wiese-

bass/mandolin/guitar and Lee Benjamin-banjo/dobro/guitar.  Band members are local to Center and Washburn, ND.  They 

play a variety of music, ranging from lively bluegrass to popular and country flavored music.  These local favorites are 

beginning to take their show on the road to festivals out of state, so be sure to take advantage of this opportunity to catch 

them at Cross Ranch State Park for this outdoor concert.  

 

Cross Ranch State Park is located between Center and Washburn, along the west side of the Missouri River.  For additional 

concert or park information, call Cross Ranch State Park at (701) 794-3731. Campsite reservations can be made by calling the 

North Dakota State Parks toll-free reservation line, 800-807-4723.   
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